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This poster (left), created by Paul McKenna and published
by Scarboro Missions, features the writings of 13 faith
traditions from around the world and their various
expressions of the fundamental moral principle of treating
others as one wants to be treated. Story page 9. (Paul McKenna
image)

SAINT JOHN — The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
in Saint John has had the scaffodling in the main church

removed after five years,
revealing the beauty and
craftmanship. Story page 2.
(Natasha Mazerolle photo)

SAINT JOHN — Sister Philomena,Daughter of Mary speaks
about the pilgrim statue tour of Our Lady of the Cape,
Canada’s national shrine to Our Blessed Mother (statue at
left). The tour included stops in the Diocese of Saint John.
Stories pages 6 and 7. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

MIRAMICHI — (Photo left)
Richard Francis Quigley of
Newcastle was conferred a
PhD, the highest honour a
layman could receive from a
pontiff, Pope Leo XIII in 1891.
It was Mr. Quigley’s writings
that found favour with the
Church fathers. Story page 2.
(St. Michael’s Museum
Collection photo)
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New FreemanTheBy SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — Often enough, when we
think of theologians and scholars in the church,
we call to mind the saints, or, perhaps, learned
individuals studying in the Holy Land, in
Rome, or in other overseas locales. It may
come as something of a surprise then to real-
ize that in the nineteenth century, a recog-
nized Catholic scholar came from our dio-
cese, Richard Francis Quigley of Newcastle,
who practised law in Saint John, and was the
first North American to be given a doctorate
from the pope.

Born in 1848, Mr. Quigley was the son of
Richard Quigley and Joanna Bergin of New-
castle, and received his initial education in
Miramichi, at the Grammar School in New-
castle, and later at St. Michael’s Academy in
Chatham. From there, he earned a Bachelor
of Laws from Harvard in 1874, and a Bach-
elor of Civil Law from Boston University the
following year.

He studied with Boston lawyer Richard
Henry Dana Jr., a noted author, specialist in
maritime law, prominent abolitionist, and a
former a United States Attorney, who served
in the trial of Confederate President Jefferson
Davis. Quigley went on to practice law in Saint
John, after being admitted to the bar in 1876.

In 1887, Richard Quigley wrote a letter to
the Saint John Globe, in reply to a lecture
given by Fredericton’s Anglican coadjutor
bishop, the Right Reverend Tully Kingdon.

The lecture had been entitled Misprints, and
had dealt not only with typographical errors,
but those of pronunciation, transposition, and
changes in the form or sound of words in
Scripture.

The principal point, from Mr. Quigley’s
view, was a discussion of a passage from the
book of Genesis (Gn 3.15), where in the
bishop put forward the notion of a misprint-
ing  “Inimicitias ponam inter te et m,ulierem,
et semen tuum et semen illius; ipsa (rather
than, what was, in his view, the correct term
of ipse) conteret caput tuum....” It was, the
bishop contended, this error, the changing of
a single letter, and, thereby, the invoking of
the feminine, and not the masculine, in identi-
fying who will crush the serpent’s head, that
led Catholics towards the dogma of the Im-
maculate Conception.

In his reply, Mr. Quigley first said that he
enjoyed the lecture, and seemed to approve
of the bishop’s call for greater accuracy, but
remarked on the irony of his making an error

in respect of the above mentioned verse.
In offering criticism, Mr. Quigley was care-

ful to note that its origin was not to be found
in ideological opposition, but rather that he
found the argument of the misprint to be ill-
founded. Mr. Quigley referenced three sepa-
rate translations of the verse, from the Latin
Vulgate, from the Douay–Rheims translation
of 1582, and from the King James transla-
tion, used in the Anglican church. Each trans-
lation used a different pronoun — he, she,
and it respectively — in reference to the ser-
pent’s adversary. Mr. Quigley’s point, how-
ever, is that, regardless of the translation, the
interpretation remains the same. He cites, and
agrees with, the Flemish priest and exegete
of scripture, Father Cornelius Cornelii, a
Lapide SJ, in saying that all interpretations are
true; the text is understood as foreshadowing
the triumph of Christ (the seed of the woman)
over Satan (the serpent). He (ipse) clearly
refers to Christ, She (ipsa) references the
Blessed Virgin, through Christ, and It (ipsum)
is in reference to the seed, that is, Christ.

As to the connection between the verse and
the Immaculate Conception, Mr. Quigley as-
serted that there was none. He further de-
clared that, if new information came to light,
which necessitated a revision to the transla-
tion of the verse in question, it would be made
without injury to the Catholic belief in Mary’s
being conceived without sin. He cautioned
that, as a Catholic, he was mindful of Mary’s
own words from Luke 1:48, that all genera-
tions would call her blessed, but that he also
held to the words of St. Epiphanius, namely
that, “it is no less criminal to vilify the holy
Virgin than to glorify her above measure”.

Mr. Quigley’s reply touched off a response
from John M. Davenport, a mission priest in
Saint John, who expressed confusion over
Mr. Quigley’s reply, as he could not find a
Latin translation that used ‘ipsum’ in the noted
verse.

Mr. Davenport returned to the Hebrew texts,
and stated that the masculine is used there,
and that the translators of the Douay–Rheims
translation had no excuse for using the femi-
nine pronoun. Mr. Davenport agreed with Mr.
Quigley however, that Bishop Kingdon had
overstated matters when claiming that the mis-
translation was the founding point of the doc-
trine of the Immaculate Conception.

Mr. Davenport did, however, write that the
verse in question was used to defend the doc-
trine, citing the statement of Pius IX in De-
cember 1854. He further noted the

(continued on page 4)

Pope conferrred highest honour to Miramichi man
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Over the past two weeks,
many who entered the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception in Saint John have found
themselves looking up in thanksgiving, as the
scaffolding, which concealed so much of this
sacred place of worship, has been removed
revealing the true beauty and unmatched
craftmanship that has been concealed for the
past five years.

“I was just admiring the ceiling at the Ca-
thedral,” Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of
the Diocese of Saint John remarked as he
greeted those assembled for mass during the
pilgrim statue tour of Our Lady of the Cape
on Friday, May 13, 2022.

“This is actually the first time that I see the
scaffolding down, I haven’t seen this yet,”

Stepping out in faith
– scaffolding is removed from Cathedral

he said.
Bishop Riesbeck said, “we’ve stepped out

in faith, we’ve entrusted this to Our Lady.
She performed quite the miracle at Cap-de-
la-Madeleine. Could she not perform another
miracle here in Saint John? She’s here for a
reason. So, we’re going to ask her to inter-
ceded for the Cathedral restoration — the res-
toration of souls to Jesus here in the diocese
first and foremost, but we do need to pay the
bills first for the ceiling and then all that needs
to take place. So, we’re going to entrust all of
this to Our Lady — Our Lady of the Im-
maculate Conception, Our Lady of the Cape,
Our Lady of Fatima — Our Lady is a power-
ful intercessor. We’re going to turn every-
thing over to her today.”

Before the opening prayer at mass on Sun-
day, May 15, Father Doug McNeill, rector,

(continued on page 5)

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

FLORENCE - BRISTOL — On the week-
end of May 20-22, Bishop Christian Riesbeck,
CC, of the Diocese of Saint John, visited
Mother of Mercy Parish in Florence-Bristol,
norhtwest of Fredericton for a pastoral visit
that included Confirmation.

The Confirmation took place on Friday, May
20, at St. Leo the Great Church in Florenceville.

Bishop Riesbeck began by asking the can-
didates “If I were to ask you this question:
Who is Jesus Christ?  How would you an-
swer?”

Noting that some people say that “Jesus was
a great man who did some incredible things
for people so many years ago, a great teacher
who taught with profound wisdom, a revolu-
tionary who taught us to love everyone,” he
challenged them to reflect on the fact that, “if
Jesus is just a great man, why did all his apos-
tles allow themselves to be martyred, to be
killed in defense of the faith, and so many of
his disciples over the history of the Church
endure persecution and hardship for follow-
ing Jesus, even to the point of giving their
lives in defense of the faith, for a number of
them? If Jesus is truly the Son of God, come
down from heaven, the Word made flesh, then
that is truly the greatest revelation in the his-
tory of the world, one that makes all the dif-
ference for us Christians.”

Telling candidates that, “Jesus continues to
be God with us just as he promised until the
end of the world. He is present to us in the
power of the Holy Spirit, who comes to dwell
in us in baptism as the Advocate, to testify to
the truth,” he encouraged them to, “ask for
more grace, more of his life in us so that we
can grow in holiness by actively engaging in
the mission of evangelization sharing the joy
of the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ
with all those we encounter on our journey.”

The bishop’s pastoral visit also included
weekend masses at St. Leo the Great Church,
St. John the Evangelist Church in Johnville,
and St. Joseph’s Church in Bath, where he
spoke about the peace of Christ.
“Do you want to be happy? Do you want to
experience peace?” he asked. Bishop Riesbeck
said the peace Jesus offers is different than a
worldly peace, “because it’s based on love,
mercy, on our lives having a purpose, a
mission…it’s an interior peace of heart that
overflows into peace in our families, in com-
munities, entire nations, the kind of peace that

comes from knowing without any doubt
whatsoever that we are loved by God.”

He recounted Catholic speaker, Matthew
Kelly’s 7 pillars of Catholic Spirituality,
which help each person to be happy and to
know the peace of Jesus in her or his life.
They include:

1) Confession: “We have lost sense of sin.
But when we bring the dark out into the light
it loses power over us,” Bishop Riesbeck said.
He encouraged people to find out when their
parish was offering times for Reconciliation
and to avail themselves of the Sacrament.

2) Contemplation/Prayer: “Spend time in
Adoration, even 10 minutes a day,” Bishop
Riesbeck said. “Ask God for his will to be
done and surrender all to him…talk and lis-
ten.”

3) Mass: Noting that mass is the highest
prayer, Bishop Riesbeck encouraged anyone
who finds mass boring to consider the rea-
sons this might be the case, and to strive for
a change of attitude. He encouraged people
to pray, “Show me Lord what is the one thing
I will get out of mass that will help me be-
come a better version of myself,” and to spend
the rest of mass praying about how.

4) Bible: “The bible is God’s Word, his
book,” Bishop Riesbeck said. He encouraged
people to make reading the bible a priority.
“At the end of your life you don’t want to say
you didn’t have time to read it. The Word of
God has power to transform our lives.”

5) Fasting: “We can’t be happy without dis-

cipline,” Bishop Riesbeck said. “Where there
is chaos, there is a lack of peace.” Fasting
helps orient hearts to the Lord and find peace
even in the midst of chaos.

6) Spiritual Reading: “We become the
books we read,” the bishop said.

7) Rosary, and other devotions: “We can
turn to his mother, Mary, Queen of Peace,”
Bishop Riesbeck said. Calling Mary a genius,
he encouraged people to follow the Blessed
Mother’s example. “She leads us to Jesus by
her words and example — ‘Do whatever he
tells you.’”

“All of these pillars demonstrate the genius
of Catholicism,” he said. “Our Catholic faith
can help us find peace. The key is in a friend-
ship with Jesus, that’s all that matters. Christ’s
peace is based on love, mercy and a sense of
mission… our mission is to spread this love,
this mercy and the Good News. We can bring
this message of peace to others by our
prayers, our words, our example, and our
actions.”

He concluded by saying, “Jesus gives us
each a gift today, his gift of peace.” Challeng-
ing people to receive this give, he said, “If we
want to experience more of it, turn to him,
go to him in confession, prayer, and then tell
others about it, live it out and be a peace-
maker with grace of the Eucharist.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Pillars help to bring about happiness and peace in Jesus
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Who are we to be? A church of love
and peace

Peace I leave you; my peace I give to you….
Do not let your hearts be troubled,
and do not let them be afraid. (John 14:27)

One of the formative experiences of my life and priesthood was
several years of involvement in weekend retreats for married cou-
ples. At the core of these retreats was the awareness that enrichment
of relationships depended on constant communication within cou-
ples, from the heart. Deciding to do this as a couple honoured a
principle — love is a decision.

Often we think of love as an emotion. To see love as a decision is to
require an explicit commitment in any relationship. When such a
principle is accepted and acted upon it has the possibility of build-
ing a relationship that is marked by peace, harmony and mutual
respect.  In the long term, such a relationship whether for a cou-
ple or a community or our world is what we all long for. It only
becomes a reality, when we are able to make the decision to love.
And this requires a commitment to the other. It is not a feeling, it
is a decision.

Understanding love in this way helps us to grasp and make sense
of what Jesus says in the Sermon on the Mount: “You have heard
that it was said, ’You shall love your neighbour and hate your
enemy.’ But I say to you: Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in
heaven” (Matt.5:43-45).  Love that is a decision moves beyond
the emotional to conscious efforts to follow the disciple’s path
offered by Jesus’ call. It nurtures relationships, building peace
and harmony.

As John in his Gospel, tells the
story of Jesus and his disciples we
discover the significance of relation-
ships for the disciples of Jesus. Be-
fore his death and resurrection, Jesus reflects on his departure
from them (John 14:23-29). As he does so, Jesus reassures them
in two ways. First, his vision is that they not be troubled or fear-
ful. He wants his disciples to be at peace, in their own hearts and
with one another.

The second reassurance is his promise that the Father will not
leave them alone or abandoned. God will gift them with “the Ad-
vocate”. The Spirit of God will be with them always. With this
Spirit, Jesus will continue to be among them, guiding and sup-
porting them as they carry on his message and mission.

In 2015-16 Pope Francis, moved by the Spirit, launched our
church on a journey to discover the peace of heart and peace with
others that is Jesus’ vision for disciples. The focus Francis took was
to lead us away from commands, rules and judgement, to see our-
selves as a church of mercy.

One the images he turned to was the church as a “field hospital”.
Our church is to be out among the struggles and challenges of our
world, responding to the physical, social, economic and moral needs
of all humanity. It is to reach out in particular to the lost and the
excluded, the outcasts, the suffering, the wounded and the hurting.
Such openness and outreach builds the peace for which we all long.
It reveals the peace that is Jesus’ blessing for all: “Peace I leave with
you; my peace I give to you” (John 14:27). Living such relational
faith, is the role of the disciple, building the Reign of God among all
humanity.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

(continued from page 2)
preponderance of statues of the Blessed Virgin, without the Holy Child,
trampling the serpent underfoot, as further proof of the propagation
of the error in translation. He concluded by asserting that, in his opin-
ion, Catholicism’s own over-reverence for Mary made it difficult for
other denominations to offer her a proper place of dignity without
feeling as though they were idolizing her.

The two men would continue to correspond through the pages of
the Saint John Globe throughout the coming months.

Mr. Quigley’s writings in defence of the Virgin Mary were later
published as a book entitled Ipse, Ipsa; Ipse, Ipsa, Ipsum; Which?
(New York, 1890). The title is commemorated today on a stained
glass window, depicting the Holy Family, at St. Mary’s Church in
Newcastle.

These writings found great favour with the Church fathers, and, in
1891, Pope Leo XIII conferred a PhD, the highest honour a layman
could receive from the pontiff, upon Richard F. Quigley. Laval Uni-
versity would follow suit, and bestow an honourary Doctor of Laws
degree in the same year.

Mr. Quigley would suspend his practice, and study at the Sorbonne
in Paris in 1901, returning to Saint John in 1905. He practised law
there until his death in 1918. His prized library was donated to St.
Thomas College in Chatham in 1924.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Highest honour to Miramichi man
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Naming the present moment
— some metaphors to digest

Not everything can be fixed or cured, but it should be named prop-
erly. Richard Rohr said that. James Hillman suggests something similar
when he wrote that a symptom suffers most when it doesn’t know where it
belongs.

Where does our present moment belong vis-à-vis our faith in God and
the relevance of our churches? Are we post-Christian? Are we witnessing
the death of God and our churches? Or, is our faith being purified by the
very criticisms levelled against it and, despite a massive decline in church
attendance, aren’t the churches making genuine moral progress on issues
like racism, sexism, and social justice in general? Are we dying or matur-
ing? How do we name our present moment?

By way of an answer, I would like simply to offer a series of “meta-
phors” gleaned from various commentators that attempt a naming.  Some
of these seemingly contradict each other, but all of them merit some thought.
I leave them for you to digest.

1. Faith is a spent project! In essence, that’s the view of the Enlighten-
ment thinkers, classically expressed in persons like Nietzsche, Freud,
Feuerbach, and Marx, who suggest that faith and belief in God are some-
thing you eventually outgrow, like belief in Santa and the Easter Bunny.
This belief was needed for a time, but it’s something we outgrow when
we lose our naiveté. God and the churches have had their time in history,
and that day is over. Today, this is the belief (or unacknowledged fear) of
millions.

2. Our world is still in diapers! Pierre Teilhard de Chardin suggests that
far from faith being a spent project, it’s only in its infancy stage. In an
evolutionary view of history and faith, we are still a world in diapers,
emerging from the crib. Faith is far from spent! We are just beginning!

3. A post-Christian West! That was the view of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger
before he became pope. Interestingly, he never asserted it again explicitly
after he became pope, namely, that the secularized world, particularly in

North America and Western Europe, is now
“post-Christian”.

4. Faith in the secularized world is suffer-
ing a certain noonday fatigue! This is an
image offered by Thomas Halik. In his view,
faith and the churches aren’t dying; they are
merely suffering “acedia”, the “noon-day devil”, the fatigue that the early
Christian desert writers told us could afflict even the most committed
believers.

5. We are experiencing a crisis of the imagination, not of faith and
fidelity. The conditions of belief have changed radically and our imagina-
tions haven’t caught up. This is the view of the renowned philosopher on
secularity, Charles Taylor. For him, as believers today we are pioneers,
struggling to learn how to live in a (faith) country that we and no one else
has ever before inhabited. Small wonder we are struggling.

6. Secular culture is the adolescent child of Judeo-Christianity and in its
adolescent grandiosity our culture sees only its parents’ faults. This is the
view of the popular spiritual writer Kathleen Norris and is echoed by Yale
philosopher Louis Dupre. As Norris puts it, if you want to visualize the
relationship between our secular world and Christianity, watch how a
seventeen year-old teenager who is out of sorts with her parents interre-
lates with them. To this, Dupre adds that grandiose adolescents aren’t
bad, they just aren’t finished growing.

7. Secularity is a fantasy indulged in by intellectuals. For ordinary peo-
ple there are divine whispers behind every door. In real life, religion of
some sort is unavoidable. This from French philosopher Chantel Delsol.

8. Like Jonah, we are in the belly of the whale.  This is one of Richard
Rohr’s preferred namings. Inside our contemporary doubt and confu-
sion, God is taking us through a darkness to where we need to be.

9. Christian vision in the West is the residue of a former seeing, before
suffering a detached retina. This from Walter Kasper. His idea: if someone
is born blind, he will not have visual images of outside objects inside of
him. However, if someone goes blind sometime in life, he will retain the
images of what he once saw, even though he is no longer seeing them. As
Christians, we are living too much off past images, and no longer seeing
directly with the eyes of faith.

10. We need “The Benedict Option”. This from Rod Dreher. Heavily
secularized culture is asphyxiating our faith. What’s needed to save and
nurture it is the “Benedict option”. Like the great monastic founder, St.
Benedict, those of us with a committed faith need to pull away from a
culture that is eroding our faith and live out our faith in a “monastic” way,
namely by withdrawing and building new kinds of “monasteries” within
which to live out our faith and raise our children. Eventually, as has hap-
pened before, the world will come to us seeking help and meaning.

Who’s right? What best names both our symptoms and our moment?
There is something to digest in each of these images.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 3)
 Immaculate Conception Parish and episcopal vicar of Temporal Af-
fairs for the Diocese of Saint John, called attention to the ceiling.

“I think we should say to all of our workers and our construction
committee, thank you for all the work that you’ve done over the
course of these many months to get this part of phase two of the
Cathedral Restoration Project completed. And next week when you
come in the Sanctuary will be void of the scaffolding as well,” he
said. “So, we have every reason to give praise to God in the midst of
this Easter season.”

The excitement was tangible as many parishioners stayed behind
after mass to take photos and admire the work that has been com-
pleted thus far.

Donations to the Cathedral Restoration made be made at any time
through the diocesan website, by cheque or email money transfer
(see dioceseofsaintjohn.org/donations for details). A special collec-
tion will also be taken up in the parishes on the weekend of June 19,
2022, the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi)
to assist in this effort. For inquiries into automatic monthly with-
drawals or other ways to donate, including major gifts, please email
cathedralrestoration@gmail.com.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Stepping out in faith
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — Nearly 75 years ago, in June of 1947, a Marian
Congress was held in Ottawa, where an estimated 200,000 pilgrims,
coming from all parts of North America, gathered to pray for lasting
peace in the world. Over the course of six full days and nights, masses
were begun every half hour, and priests were available to hear con-
fessions until 3 am. The event culminated in the consecration of the
Dominion of Canada to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, on June 22.

This year, recalling this once-in-a-lifetime moment, the Marian De-
votional Movement is visiting various dioceses in Canada in a series
of pilgrim statue tours of Our Lady of the Cape, Canada’s national
shrine to Our Blessed Mother. The hope is to provide Canadians with
opportunities to venerate Canada’s national Madonna, further deepen
the national consecration to the Immaculate Heart, and to promote
enrolment in the Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary.

On May 14th and 15th, the Sisters of the Queenship of Mary Com-
munity of Ottawa, visited the Miramichi with a replica of the Statue of
Our Lady of the Cape, and participated in two events, at St. Michael’s
Basilica in Chatham, and at St. Mary’s Church in Newcastle.

Local organizers expressed a feeling of blessedness, at the thought that
Miramichi would be the final stop on the Atlantic stage of this tour. It was
felt that such a momentous event was unlikely to be repeated in the near
future, such was the honour of having been chosen.

The community’s foundress, Mother Mary Bernadette, was joined by
Sister Philomena,Daughter of Mary, Sister Rose Clare of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, Sister Francis Marie, and Sister John Paul Marie of the
Trinity, who provided the music ministry for both celebrations.

Founded in 2007, the first group of founding sisters made their per-
petual profession of vows on the Solemnity of the Annunciation in
2015. Since this time, the community has welcomed several young
women to discern a religious vocation.

Sr. Philomena began by explaining the work of the community, and
their purpose to love with the heart of Mary, and to bring that love to
the spiritually poor. Even in the midst of dark times, she assured those
gathered that there was hope, and encouraged all to open their hearts
to Mary in the celebration that followed.

A procession with the Statue marked the beginning of the gather-
ing, assisted by the Knights of Columbus Fr. Broderick Council #1219
and Father Dixon Council #4886. Both councils have generously con-
tributed to the ongoing work of the Queenship of Mary Community.

Young people from the faith community also took part in each
procession, bearing the diadem with which the statue was crowned.
May Crowning is a traditional Roman Catholic ritual that honours
Mary as the perfect follower of Christ; the “crown” of creation.

After the procession, the praying of the Rosary took place, calling
to mind Our Lady’s instruction to St. Dominic that this form of prayer
was an antidote to heresy and sin.

Later, Sr. Philomena explained that, while praying the rosary pri-
vately has great value, how powerful an experience it is to pray it with

(continued on page 7)

Miramichi is final stop of statue pilgrimage to Atlantic Canada

MIRAMICHI — The Miramichi was the final stop in Atlantic Canada for the pilgrim statue tours of Our Lady of the Cape, Canada’s
national shrine to Our Blessed Mother. (L to r) Father Dixon Council Knights of Columbus members, Albert Malley, Frank Harris,
Ron Manderson and Ted Duguay; replica statue of Our Lady of the Cape, Megan Loggie, Father Peter Aloo SMMM, Gemma
Allain, Father Godwin Kalu SMMM, Alcide Allain, Queenship of Mary Community, Sister Philomena Daughter of Mary, Sister
John Paul Marie of the Trinity, Sister Rose Clare of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Sister Francis Marie, Mother Mary Bernadette,
and Sandra McKay (Cheryl Harris, photo)

 Marian Consecration Daily Prayer
  Our Lady of the Cape, Queen of the Holy Rosary, Queen of
Canada; I offer and give our prayers, sacrifices, good works, time,
talent and treasure to your Immaculate Heart, to do with as you
please, for the greater glory of God.
 I thank God the Father, for choosing you to be our heavenly

Mother. I thank God the Son, for giving you to us as He was dying
for our sins, and those of the whole world, on the cross. I thank
God the Holy Spirit, for the graces He gives us through you.
  Help me, by your prayers, to be faithful to the vows of my Bap-
tism. Help me, by your prayers, to accomplish all that God has
planned for me in advance to do.      Amen.
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others, as a community of the faithful. She encouraged those present
to continue to pray this special devotion, or to begin to do so, if they
had yet to start. She called attention to the Rosary Confraternity, a
spiritual association whose members make a special effort to pray the
entire twenty mysteries of the Rosary during the course of each week.
More information on the Rosary Confraternity can be found at
visitationproject.org/pages/rosary-confraternity-at-the-cape.

Sr. Philomena went on to explain the story of Father Luc Desilets,
the pastor at Cap-de-la-Madeleine from 1864 until his death in 1888

In 1867, after finding a pig chewing on a rosary in the church, an
experience that was both shocking in its extremity, but also illustra-
tive of a lack of devotion among his congregation, he consecrated
himself to the Blessed Mother, and vowed promote further enrolment
in the Confraternity of the Holy Rosary.

 As these efforts proved more and more successful, the parish
began to grow, and eventually the church building was too small and
a larger church was required. Unfortunately, or so it must have seemed
at the time, the stone to build the new church needed to be brought
from a quarry on the far side of the St. Lawrence River. An unusually
mild winter in 1879 made the prospect of transporting the stone across
the river even less likely.

As Father Desilets and his congregation prayed to Our Lady for a
bridge of ice, despite the lengthening days of March heralding the end
of winter, a tremendous storm blew in on the Feast of St. Joseph, and
packed ice moved in the storm to form a bridge; later referred to as
the Bridge of Rosaries.

The ceremony began to conclude with the Blessing of the Roses
and distribution of rose petals to those assembled. This is a tradition
from Trois-Rivières, that has been known to offer healing, freedom
from evil, and miraculous effect to those who receive Mary in this
special way. Following the distribution, those assembled recited the
Marian Consecration Daily Prayer.

A reception followed each celebration, and opportunities were pro-
vided to speak with the Sisters at greater length.

Father Daniel Bastarache offered thanks to the Sisters for their
service, and for their coming to share time with those on the Miramichi,
and wished them good health and many years of service to come.
Father Godwin Kalu SMMM also expressed appreciation to the Sis-
ters, and welcomed them to return to the Miramichi, and to Saint
Mary’s, in the future.

All who attended the celebrations, offered prayer and contempla-
tion, and spoke with the Sisters afterwards, could not but be deeply
moved and thoroughly filled with the light of faith. One participant
said that her heart was so touched by the celebration. She added, “We
need to have more of this.”

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Statue pilgrimage visits the Diocese of Saint John
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Friday,
May 13, Bishop Christian Riesbeck,
CC of the Diocese of Saint John

welcomed pilgrims at the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception in
Saint John, for the Pilgrim Statue
Tour of Our Lady of the Cape
hosted by the Queenship of Mary
Sisters of Ottawa, Ontario.

This pilgrimage began with a pro-
cession and recitation of the rosary
at 6:30 pm followed by mass at
7:00 pm. The tour then proceeded
to the Miramichi region with stops
at St. Michael’s Basilica (St. Michael
the Archangel Parish) on May 14
and St. Mary’s Church (St. Mar-
guerite Bourgeoys Parish) on May
15. See story page 6.

The Marian Devotional Move-
ment is visiting various dioceses in
Canada in 2022 as it spearheads pil-
grim statue tours of Our Lady of
the Cape to provide opportunities
for Canadians to venerate Canada’s
National Madonna, to promote con-
secration to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary and to promote enrollment
in the Confraternity of the Most
Holy Rosary.

The eastern tour portion of  Our
Lady of the Cape Pilgrim Statue was
gifted by Canada’s National Marian
Shrine to the Queenship of Mary
Community in 2021. It has been
venerated by multitudes over the
decades at Cap-de-la-Madeleine,
just outside Quebec City.

The sisters were a joyful pres-
ence as they greeted those who
came to take part in the pilgrimage,
and many were touched by their
cheerful demeanor and friendly
countenance. “ W e ’ v e
been driving all around Atlantic
Canada bringing Our Lady with us,
and I am so, so pleased to be here
with you this evening,” Sister
Philomena, Daughter of Mary who
served as the evening’s MC, said.

Sr. Philomena was joined by her
superior, Mother Mary Bernadette,
Sister Rose Clare of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary, Sister Francis
Marie, and Sister John Paul Marie
of the Trinity.

“This is tour number seven, we
started in Nova Scotia, went to
Newfoundland and PEI, and here
we are in New Brunswick. It’s
beautiful to land here on a special
feast of Our Lady [of Fatima].”

Sr. Philomena said that her com-
munity was established by Mother
Mary Bernadette who felt called to
begin a community in Ottawa. “We
really believe that our Blessed

Mother Mary is our true foundress,
and that she’s the one who has asked
for this community to be raised up.
Mother Mary Bernadette just says
that she helps her.”

She shared that their mission is,
“to assist our Blessed Mother in
gathering a spiritual army.”

She explainedd that their charism
is, “to love with the heart of the
Blessed Mother Mary and to bring
Christ to the spiritually poor. We
want to imitate Our Lady in any
way we can. We pray daily that we
can imitate her virtues and we want
to bring the love of God wherever
we go…whenever we bring Mary,
she always brings the presence of
Jesus with her.”

Sr. Philomena encouraged peo-
ple that “whatever intentions you
bring tonight, may you have expect-
ant faith that the Lord really is an-
swering your prayers, that Our
Blessed Mother wants to obtain a
special grace for each and every
one of you.”

Following the opening remarks,
fourth degree Knights of Columbus
processed with the statue of Our
Lady of the Cape to the front of the
church for the crowning of Our
Lady. This was followed by the
rosary, then mass celebrated by
Bishop Riesbeck, a blessing of
roses — from which the sisters
handed out blessed rose petals —
before concluding with a special
consecration prayer to Our Lady.

The Queenship of Mary Sisters
began their eastern tour at the
beginning of May. Tours took
place simultaneously in Central
and Western Canada, and
throughout North America. For
more about the Queenship of
Mary Sisters visit
www.queenshipofmary.ca/. To
learn about the Marian Devotional
Movement, including the
Confraternity of the Rosary and
Our Lady of the Cape, visit
visitationproject.org/.

Natasha Mazerolle is a corre-
spondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Final stop in statue pilgrimage
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Military chaplains insulted by report
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Retired Major Bob Near doesn’t dispute that
Canada’s military has a problem. But he has a
problem with at least one of the solutions the
Minister of Defence’s Advisory Panel on Sys-
temic Racism and Discrimination has pro-
posed.

Getting rid of all the Catholic, Orthodox,
Muslim and most Jewish chaplains simply
won’t result in a more inclusive, diverse,
welcoming armed forces, Mr. Near said.

“In fact it will do nothing to solve the un-
derlying problem,” he said. “That underlying
problem has been a collapse of the military
ethos and actually a failure to teach it.”

Near wrote the Canadian Forces handbook
on military ethos back in 1997-98, in the af-
termath of Somali teen Shidane Arone’s mur-
der by members of the now-disbanded Air-
borne Regiment in 1993.

“If we had listened to the doctrine and
taught the doctrine we would not have this
problem that we’re suffering from today,”
Near said. “Duty, integrity, discipline and hon-
our — those four things. If the soldiers up-
held them, we wouldn’t have these problems.”

Defence Minister Anita Anand initially ap-
peared to accept the report unreservedly but
her press secretary subsequently shrouded her
response in a cloud of ambiguity.

“For many decades, chaplains from a wide
range of faiths have served the members of
the Canadian Armed Forces, and will con-
tinue to do so in the years to come,” press
secretary Daniel Minden said in an email.
“Minister Anand believes that the chaplaincy
should represent Canada’s diversity, uphold
the values and principles of the military and
provide CAF members with access to spir-
itual or religious guidance if they seek it, re-
gardless of faith.”

Still, just the fact that the recommendations
were forwarded to Ms. Anand is an insult to
Father Tim Nelligan, the first priest ever or-
dained by and for Canada’s Military
Ordinariate.

“It insults all that history and the work that
chaplains today, regardless of denomination,
are trying to do to the best of their ability,” Fr.
Nelligan said. “We’re the target here of this
advisory report. The very idea of chaplaincy
is being threatened.”

One of the report’s authors, Major Sandra
Marie Perron, isn’t surprised that old soldiers
like Mr. Near and Fr. Nelligan are upset.

“Obviously there will be some who are un-
comfortable with the proposed recommen-
dations,” she said. “Some will fight it. Some
will leave. Some will just shut up and put up.
Then some will try to grow through this and
see how we can change the culture of the
military to be more inclusive and diverse with-
out really dampening anybody’s spirit or be-
liefs.”

Ms. Perron was the first female infantry
officer serving in the Canadian Army. From
1991 to 1996 she completed two tours of duty
in the former Yugoslavia, but along the way
was subjected to sexual harrasment and out-
right hostility.

Ms. Perron insists her committee didn’t
target any particular faith in its section on Re-
Defining Chaplaincy.

“I don’t think we targeted any one particu-
lar faith. We listened to the people,” she said.

The report singles out “Christian religious
leaders” for genocide against Indigenous peo-
ple by way of residential schools. Catholics
ran between 60 and 70 per cent of Canada’s
Indian residential schools between 1880 and
1996. It calls out “some churches’ exclusion
of women from their priesthoods” and “sex-
ist notions.”

The review panel consulted with individual
members of the military and defence advi-
sory groups, Ms. Perron said.

“We heard from members of the LGBTQ2+
community that when they tried to bring up
their issue of same-sex marriage they were,
they felt, judged — demeaned,” she said. “So
we heard the same thing from some
transgender members.”

If the Canadian Armed Forces really do value
diversity and equality, then the spiritual lead-
ers the organization employs should fully re-
flect those values, said Ms. Perron.

“If you want to serve all your members,
not just a select few, then you have to do this
review and hire spiritual leaders that come

from those organizations that also have the
same values,” she said.

Whether or not there will be Catholic chap-
lains in the Canadian Forces in the future, “that
will be for the minister and her team to re-
view, to decide. We did not make that recom-
mendation,” Ms. Perron said.

That “regardless of faith” part has long been
embedded in the mindset of Catholic military
chaplains, said Fr. Nelligan, who is now sec-
onded to the Archdiocese of Ottawa-Corn-
wall as pastor of Blessed Sacrament Parish,
but maintains a relationship with the Queen’s
Own Rifles in Toronto and the Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders of the Canadian Militia.

While serving in Afghanistan Fr. Nelligan
went toe-to-toe with an admiral who insisted
that the one Muslim serving under him had to
shave off his beard. Fr. Nelligan won that battle
for religious freedom. In Afghanistan and in
Bosnia-Herzigovina Fr. Nelligan made sure that
Muslim soldiers in his care had the opportu-
nity to go to a mosque and he’s very proud of
having served his fellow soldiers in that way.

“We have a policy of religious accommo-
dation and chaplains have to know that,” he
said.

Fr. Nelligan just doesn’t buy disclaimers that
the report isn’t singling out Catholics.

“They don’t use the word Catholic outright,
but there’s no making any mistakes about it,”
he said.

The report authors seem utterly ignorant
of what chaplains actually do, said Fr.
Nelligan.

“They’re there to be advocates for the health
and welfare of the soldier, at all levels — psy-
chological, physical, moral and spiritual,” he
explained.

There’s no doctrine or practice of the
Church that stops a chaplain from serving
soldiers of all faiths and none, according to
Fr. Nelligan.

“If I allow that to get in the way of doing
my job, then yes, absolutely, disciplinary
measures need to be taken,” he said. “Because
that contradicts what I say that I am as a
military chaplain.”

Not only is the report not solving the real
problems in the military, it may get in the way
of a more fundamental conundrum — recruit-
ing. For years the Canadian Armed Forces
have been below full force because they can’t
attract enough young people to join.

“They don’t want to admit it, but the mili-
tary is not offering those who join the mili-
tary the sense of happiness and well-being

(continued on page 9)

Major Sandra Marie Perron
(Canadian Encyclopedia photo)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.May 27, 2022 Page 9

(continued from page 8)
that they thought being in the military would be,” Mr. Near said.

As a Catholic who served, Mr. Near can’t imagine young Catholics
joining an army that plainly doesn’t want them.

Fr. Nelligan believes good chaplaincy by professional and trained
chaplains embedded in the ranks and military culture are more likely
to be the solution than the problem.

“You can’t eliminate prejudice and discrimination by imposing a
different kind of prejudice and discrimination,” he said.

And, Fr. Nelligan warns, there are no simple, one-step solutions.
“The Canadian military is reflective of the society that supports it,

that is Canadian society. So if there is a sickness in Canadian society,
you’re going to see some of that in the military… That’s a leadership
issue. It’s also a recruiting issue.”§

World needs Golden Rule's positive rays
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

For more than 20 years, world religion teachers and interfaith lead-
ers around the world have been using the Golden Rule poster as an
entry point for discussions on faith and unity.

Created by Paul McKenna, the colourful poster features the writ-
ings of 13 faith traditions from around the world and their various
expressions of the fundamental moral principle of treating others as
one wants to be treated. Pulled from the Gospel of Matthew in Chris-
tianity the poster includes similar teaching found in Judaism, Islam,
Native Spirituality, Hinduism, Sikhism and others represented by cir-
cular symbols and text surrounding a globe.

Involved in interfaith work for more than 40 years, Mr. McKenna is
always looking for resources to expand unity around the world. In the
1980s he came across a book on world religions that described seven
versions of the Golden Rules from various religions and was triggered
into learning more about how other faiths expressed the principle.

More than a decade later he worked with researchers and consulted
with religious experts and graphic designers to put the poster together.
Produced by Scarboro Missions in Toronto, it was launched in 2000
and since then it has taken on a life of its own.

Ubiquitous in discussions on inter-faith teaching, it’s been trans-
lated into several languages, and countless copies can be found around
the world everywhere from classrooms to prisons.

“Sacred texts have a lot of moral authority so when you put 13 of
them on one poster, that’s a very strong message,” said Mr. McKenna.

“It’s completely new to some
people that there are good
things in other religions. They
couldn’t see that another reli-
gion could have a teaching like
this. It expands your con-
sciousness and strikes people.
If you were teaching high
school religion, you wouldn’t
want to start anywhere else
especially when if want to pro-
mote interfaith cooperation.”

Mr. McKenna, a life-long
Catholic, has a master’s degree
in theology from the Univer-
sity of Toronto and a Master
of Divinity from the University of Ottawa. He worked in social serv-
ice and social justice until he got the call to a vocation in interfaith
work. He has worked as an educator, organizer and workshop leader
on topics such as interfaith dialogue, Gandhian nonviolence, humour
and the Golden Rule.

Following the attacks of 9/11 Mr. McKenna was overwhelmed with
requests for copies of the poster. He believes the long shelf life of the
resource can be attributed to its appeal to the best of humanity. With
the many conflicts around the world, including the ongoing war in
Ukraine, the poster visually introduces the concept of human one-
ness, and that to harm another is to harm one’s self.

“I kind of notice when there is crisis, this poster makes more sense
to people,” said Mr. McKenna. “We are in big trouble in the world.
The poster’s message is not necessarily controversial although it can
be if you’re stuck on your own religion. It’s sending out this very
positive energy to love your neighbour as yourself. Or as one person
put it, love your neighbour as yourself, because your neighbour is
yourself, and that’s the Golden Rule in full bloom.”

Considered the most universal moral teaching in history, Mr.
McKenna believes the Golden Rule pushes people to surrender to
something greater than themselves. The poster has been purchased
in bulk by schools and school boards and has been used in alco-
hol-recovery programs and psychiatric institutions. The circle of
symbols is a visual meditation on unity and oneness. The rays
emanating from the globe at the centre help to tie the symbols
together.

The poster, Mr. McKenna says, is a challenge for people to
transcend the superficial features that cause division, such as na-
tionality, political affiliations and race. It’s a declaration for those
who desire to transcend cultural differences and religion, in order
to eliminate bigotry and practise non-violent retribution.

Ultimately, Mr. McKenna believes it’s about understanding that
regardless of faith, there is so much to learn from each other.

“Not all religions would use the term Golden Rule because the
name maybe came from the West to some degree, but it’s there in
their tradition,” said Mr. McKenna. “There is a word in Hinduism,
Buddhism and Jainism — ahimsa, which means non-violence.

“As Christians we don’t think of our tradition generally as highly
non-violent and yet Gandhi described Jesus as the greatest teacher
and practitioner of non-violence in world history. We need to learn
ahimsa from those traditions because we have not been carrying it on
from Jesus who practised it.”§

Paul McKenna

Military chaplains insulted
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The past should be source of inspiration, not the destination, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Wanting to go back to the way things were in
the past is not Christian, Pope Francis said.

There is a difference between wanting to go back in time and drawing
inspiration from one's roots in order to move forward with Christ, he
said.

Looking back to find inspiration is good because "without roots we
cannot progress," he said. "But to go in reverse is to go back in order
to have a form of defense, a safety measure that saves us from the
risk of going forward, the Christian risk of carrying the faith, the
Christian risk of journeying with Jesus Christ."

The pope spoke May 13 to people taking part in an international
conference on moral theology sponsored by Rome's Pontifical
Gregorian University and the Pontifical John Paul II Theological In-
stitute for Marriage and Family Sciences.

The conference, May 11-14, focused on "Pastoral practices, life
experience and moral theology: 'Amoris Laetitia' between new oppor-
tunities and new paths" as part of a deeper exploration of Pope Francis'
2016 exhortation on the family and how the document can help guide
the church's pastoral practice.

He said there is a risk right now, which "does so much harm to the
church," of wanting to "'turn back,' either out of fear or because of a
lack of ingenuity or a lack of courage."

There are "many" people who are part of the church "who crop up
like mushrooms, here, there, over there, and they present themselves
as a proposal of Christian life," he said.

One example, he said, of returning to the past in the field of moral
theology is with "casuistry," that is, the practice of setting general
laws on the basis of a few exceptional cases or using a form of
reasoning that is legalistic and stripped of God's love and mercy.

The pope said casuistry was "the foodstuff" of his and his genera-
tion's studies in moral theology, and even though it is now outdated,
this "decadent Thomism" can still be resurrected and disguised with
proposals of what one can or cannot do.

"Amoris Laetitia," he said, is an example of the living doctrine of St.
Thomas Aquinas. The saint taught that there are factors, such as
ignorance, that might diminish the culpability of an objectively sinful
act.

The pope said this approach "helps us move forward taking risks,
but in obedience. And this is not easy."

Greater reflection and dialogue are needed across different aca-
demic and theological fields to help support families and truly address
"wounds of humanity," he said.

Today the family can play an important role in the "pastoral conver-
sion of our communities and the missionary transformation of the
church," he said. "For this to happen, it is necessary there be, includ-
ing on an academic level, theological reflection that is truly attentive to
the wounds of humanity."

Priests and theologians need to recognize "the inseparable relation-
ship, despite the ordeals and difficulties of life, between the human
conscience and the good," Pope Francis said. "Gospel morality is far
from being moralism, which becomes a literal observance of norms"
in order to secure being just before God, and it is not a kind of ideal-
ism, "which, in the name of an ideal good, discourages and distances
from the possible good."

The good, he said, is "an appeal, a voice that liberates and stimu-

lates the conscience," in which resides a law written by God -- to love
good and avoid evil.

The conference was one of the initiatives for the Year of the Family
which concludes June 26, on the occasion of the World Meeting of
Families in Rome. Pope Francis established the Year of the Family to
help strengthen faith and live God's joy more fruitfully in family life.§

By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis said he is convinced God is call-
ing his peers — older Catholics — to become "artisans of the revolu-
tion of tenderness."

Through their gifts, wisdom, relationships and power of prayer,
"together we can set the world free from the specter of loneliness and
the demon of war," the pope wrote in his message for the Catholic
Church's celebration of the World Day for Grandparents and the Eld-
erly.

The message was released at the Vatican in anticipation of the cel-
ebration July 24, the fourth Sunday of July and the Sunday closest to
the feast of Sts. Joachim and Anne, Jesus' grandparents.

"Old age is no time to give up and lower the sails, but a season of
enduring fruitfulness; a new mission awaits us and bids us look to the
future," the pope wrote in his message, whose theme for 2022 is "In
old age they will still bear fruit" from the Book of Psalms.

In addition to taking care of themselves and remaining active, "we
ought to cultivate our interior life through the assiduous reading of the
word of God, daily prayer, reception of the sacraments and participa-
tion in the liturgy" as well as "cultivate our relationships with others."

Older people need to show "affectionate concern for our families,
our children and grandchildren, but also for the poor and those who
suffer, by drawing near to them with practical assistance and our
prayers," he wrote.

But the entire world is also "passing through a time of trial and
testing, beginning with the sudden, violent outbreak of the pandemic,
and then by a war that is harming peace and development on a global
scale" as well as a war in Europe "at a time when the generation that
experienced it in the last century is dying out," he wrote.

"These great crises risk anesthetizing us to the reality of other 'epi-
demics' and other widespread forms of violence that menace the hu-
man family and our common home," he wrote, which is why older
people have an important role to play in promoting "profound change"
starting in people's hearts.

"We grandparents and elderly people have a great responsibility: to
teach the women and men of our time to regard others with the same
understanding and loving gaze with which we regard our own grand-
children.

"We ourselves have grown in humanity by caring for others, and
now we can be teachers of a way of life that is peaceful and attentive
to those in greatest need" and thereby help protect the world, he
wrote.

The pope appealed to older people to extend their prayers and atten-
tion to all children of the world, especially those fleeing from war or
suffering its effects. "Let us hold in our hearts — like St. Joseph,

(continued on page 11)

Pope to grandparents, elderly:
We must lead revolution of tenderness



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.May 27, 2022 Page 11

Give the gift that
lasts one full year.

Subsctibe to
The New
Freeman
$25/year

(Canadian addresss;
extra charges apply for
foreign subscriptions)

(continued from page 10)
who was a loving and attentive father — the little ones of Ukraine, of
Afghanistan, of South Sudan."

Most older people have realized the world very much needs to
work together and that it is wrong to think people "can find personal
fulfillment and success in conflict," he wrote.

"Dear grandparents, dear elderly persons, we are called to be arti-
sans of the revolution of tenderness in our world" and "poets of prayers"
by making "more frequent and better use of the most valuable instru-
ment at our disposal," that is, prayer.

The World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly is also an opportu-
nity for young people and the church to celebrate together with older
people, by seeking out those who feel most alone.

"Expecting a visit can transform those days when we think we
have nothing to look forward to; from an initial encounter, a new
friendship can emerge," he said. "Visiting the elderly who live alone is
a work of mercy in our time!"

At a news conference presenting the message, Cardinal Kevin J.
Farrell, prefect of the Dicastery for Laity, the Family and Life, said
the pastoral care and importance of older people have been a major
part of Pope Francis' pontificate.

The pope wants to see not just sporadic events or projects dedi-
cated to older people, but to make them an integral and active part of
the church community and society, he said.

In response to a reporter's question about the pope's increasing
difficulty walking and current use of a wheelchair, the cardinal said
the 85-year-old pope is "a great example to all elderly."

"He accepts his limitations at this moment with a great spirit and a
great heart," Cardinal Farrell said.

"We should not hide the fact that with age comes a lessening of our
ability to play an active part in the life of the world today," he said,
however, the pope also shows that "with the limitations that he has
physically and with age, he is not going to stop."

"He sends a message to all of us that we all have to carry on" and do
one's best, the cardinal said.§

Lead revolution of tenderness

• Commercial • Industrial
• Residential • Construction

JOHN FLOOD & SONS

(1961) LTD.
SINCE 1848

634-1112
32 Frederick St.

Saint John

Pope, Bono launch Scholas educational initiative
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

ROME — Celebrating the launch of the Scholas International Edu-
cational Movement and its environmental project, Pope Francis en-
couraged young people, especially women, to lead the charge in fighting
climate change.

"Defending nature means defending the poetry of creation, it means
defending harmony. It is a fight for harmony. And women know

more about harmony than us men," the pope said May 19 during an
event at Rome's Pontifical Urban University.

U2 frontman Bono, who joined the pope for the launch, said he had
been a supporter of Scholas for the past four years and was "drawn
to this idea of a 'culture of encounter.'"

Scholas began in Pope Francis' Archdiocese of Buenos Aires, sup-
porting education in poor neighborhoods by pairing their schools with
private schools and institutions in wealthier neighborhoods.

The organization has spread to other countries and supports a vari-
ety of exchange programs aimed at promoting education, encourag-
ing creativity and teaching young people about respect, tolerance and
peace.

Citing its continuing expansion across the globe, the pope signed a

decree changing Scholas Occurrentes' status from a pontifical foun-
dation to "an international association of the faithful." The decree was
published May 17.

During the event May 19, Bono praised the papal decree, which he
said, "adopts inclusivity into canon law" and gives a voice to young
people doing their part to fight poverty and climate change through
education.

The Irish singer also took the opportunity to ask the pope a ques-
tion.

"Girls' education is a superpower in fighting extreme poverty and I
would like to ask His Holiness if he thinks that women and girls play
the same powerful role in tackling the climate crisis," he said.

"We usually speak of 'Mother Earth,' not 'Father Earth,'" the pope
replied with a smile, prompting applause from Bono and the audience.
"Also, as I told you earlier, from the moment of the apple (in the
Garden of Eden), they are in charge," the pope added.

Pope Francis said that now as an international association, Scholas
Occurrentes can help unite even more young people to protect "the
harmony of creation."

"Now it is in your hands," the pope said. "Hopefully it isn't too late
because there is work to do."§

ROME — Pope Francis talks with U2 singer Bono before a
meeting of Scholas Occurentes in Rome May 19, 2022. The
event was for the launch of the "Laudato Si' School," a yearlong
project of Scholas young people to develop projects to promote
protection of the environment. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)
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FREDERICTON — Youth of Paroisse Sainte-Anne-des-Pays-Bas in Fredericton were conferrred the Sacrament of Confirmation on
May 14 by Bishop Chrisitan Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John. (De gauche à droite) Melissa Carrier, catéchète, Chantal
Arsenault, catéchète, Père Peter Melanson, Jacob DeBouver, Simon Audet Léger, Évêque Riesbeck, Valérie Turcotte, Amélie
Doiron et Caleb Cyr. (Michel Leger photo)

SAINT JOHN — The Sacrament of First Eucharist was held at Holy Redeemer Parish in Saint John  during  the11am mass on May
15th. First row (l to r) Colin Wetmore, Marcus Dobbelsteyn, Maria Scammell, Charlotte Burnham, Chimkasi Chima-Okere, James
Webb, Chino Ignatius, and Monsignor Brian Henneberry, pastor. Second row (l to r) Bunny Keleher, Judy Burnham  and Stephen
Mawhinney. (Submitted photo)


